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ith t 9 war JesJ8 cll)SBe this model ray r . The 

~"lD Y ., S d lilt r by U" church . Easter will tell us 

why. ut it 1 wI thase lIIIerde that ..,. ri!!le from our Kntle 

u~d 0 out to ~et the arlds 'Lead US not into tempt tion 

lJt r1eliver rom evIl" . hay or the btl ~e between the 

B netu Iy I" ti"'s worh , th lly foun • 

I 1 n":lt into tempht1on" . ';)one people find thi 

aojectionabl As if ~od would lead us to ta ta Ion. Tho 

clasue leaves t~e picture of us ~oln out into the worl~ 

.,or1 mede even mora ~eriloU9 thHn it i9 by • Beries or 

6nflres and tupa of tel hUon • . • U of the conningly set 

60 thitt we tire Im05t sura to f 11 viet! of ein. 'Le 

• • if you h<lva • telll'er If o~le " he I e p 1ll.nni/'lC} to r 1 t 

~o t infuriating people to you today; if you ten~ to over at, 

r,e hilS Jro~tel samaon to offer ylJU thg t stupeneous an

'-luet • etel I f' you .re g~ 1p , he's prep2r~d ome of the 

chOicest ~eri~l you've ever run AccrlJ a. o t,,1s chusa 

seems to 6ugg t t t wa er bag_1og uod n~t to Bet theBe 

tr ps far us not to load us into te t1~ 81tuatio~. 

If t~et is your picture it 1 batter not to pray this 

r yer . I don't think r"'r lJIonent t'ilt ..od 1s • c1vine ISB-

he rr:1 leadinucer . rob bly the word 

'l 'in.::! hera doe not EU e t entic1nc or entr nto; .'" 
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"tS!TlltIUon" i, • word ilia il98QCiate with an alnO$t irresist 

1 1 i!'IVulse . .ut we can get rid or any 11n~erin~ notion o· 

.od setting traps for US by turning to the explicit statanent 

..do 'Y one of Ciriet's ~09tle~ . .Jomes BllyS -Ir. rr:an rs 

te"1ltad 'Y tastin;; , '1& lI'Iust not say , rhis te"htion cCfllee 

from ;0 ror lind CilMot be tl!~ted by evil, bnd he hlraself 

taftll ts no DnA". (.)a"". 1, 1') 

~t, than, is meant by these wor~7 Ie 11 , the • 

of~ ra US l!~ht: 00 not ':Iring us to the test". 

tttere ura expe:iencae In 11'e which SorB testa or trhl to our 

C."lri!lti n ch~rl!cter . 1 c not t"inkin~ now or the kind of" 

t3MPtatlons to indulge In our 'avorite sine but of" t~e criDpl-

In.;. blatt$ that come to us frorn time to time major dis 

ppointment, Bn~ accident, )8r8~vement . It was towar~ such. 

test that Jesus moV8~ when he road inte the city of Jerusale 

on Palm o;Iur'ICay . ill kne. that triDl lay .hear. ut he HieD 

~n9. that, in on8 way or 8nothFr, it was ~ supr.~~ tast ror 

those who c~eer.d nC houted; for the religious e~tabli hment 

thoritie WhO .~re ?n tOe .lert; for Filete w~o would 800n be 

confront~d with • pri~oner; and, in excurci.ti~ WAy, for the 

ilpo!tles . I doubt if we can ever Pully undirshnd t"'e words: 

leac! us not Into ta ~tat!on" until 1i18 let. the wClrd grow into 

the "'i 19nsi:l1"N.l of t"'e .Jassien fltar)', .~ h V9 reBliz ed the if'

en&lty of tne trl 1, the fearful te tinc, th~t cames w~en 
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concentrate evil i l~t looee upor the 80ul an spirit . 

ut 801-\8 w'" 11 object erhaps , JBCaus. they knCM , .. .,d 

rightfully 80 thHt tri~19 ~re often ~oOd for us? end they 

eugge5 t that ybe we ought not to pray to be eheltsred fr~ 

T~Are i9 " tendecp, at 

lea t lit 8 Bur"'ilce Ivel , to be aeh.,..,d of the element in Qur ., 

religHm t t i"llik Her . 0)0 of us don ' t really Ulilnt 

to be tuckeri up eecu_ ly , nr rollarl away In some religi,JUB 

bhinlc:et until thl1 etarr ,c, ae' . 

ut t~er8 19 truth behind t~e ide. Dr shelter . utr£ r wise 

genereti "1"1"3 Chriatiwn 8~perience have been Ulron~ . As I 

h ve uil Jefore this iliI iii very reilli tic priilyer . Our lord 

knows what t in man . ~ knows ~hat we ~re made of . He knows 

that testln~ nd trial c n be good for us . ~ut~••1&0 knows 

thEre IIIr Ii its to Jut ca aclty to encure , dln~er9 th-t can 

;.IS too uc1'> r rust our present lave I of f ith . ;)0 he 

telic,", tl"l pr Y t.J J8 sp r j of the . He Bee to 

you 1'"e illn to I ~~clpl ~!l hllve t:::-l is \'0 

your foit • Con't gD 1 kin:- "or ....re . Tl",,;!re llir~ darw;.erc:. e

nough arounc the carner . Pr y that you .111 paree' the On<] 

or whlcn yOu r ill ... prepared" . 

The truth le , Jf cour e , th.t we are more fr.tl ~nd vulner

tibIa t 1Mn 1118 re lize . You re 

ust beror his IIrrast and trh17 "I have ~rily"d "or thee , t:,. 

t 'Ii f- 1t~ f' 11 not • nd Peter was old enoU,~ to nswerl 
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ra dy to ~o with yo~ , acth i nto Jr i son, ~ nd t~ 

·ut lOW , t har ened Defore the d ~n ha~ rul l y 

r akl' . he fid led to r eill1ze the power 

or Av11 nd th~ ,roportions of our t sting . 

Actually , it ie not because of wBakness lind hhr i nki n.;;J thi!1 

""8 should. sk for shelter Hnd rescue •• t is just corn"l1on 

sense . If we fully reullze the power o~ Bvil , then we ~nom 

th~t there is nothing 80ft or superfluous about this request 

to be kp~t fro =ernptQtion and delive r ed from evi l . Th~re is 

~n ole military axiom; "Never underestiQ8te the owo~r of the 

enamyol • Kn~ what we ar e rea l ly ~r8ying as we cross the 

bridger from the inner Doom of ,~r.yer to the traffic of the 

lI'IodeI'n world is 't "Keep r-:a from the tests thO:lt miyht be too 

much for me; f)ut if they COrTle , then deliver me frorTI evil+! • 

~e need this )ruyer in ~ thoUShnti situation . • ran~ing 

from the trivilll to the terrible . 

5up"'lose yOI" at times , hotva 8n irritable dlspo;.. i ti'Jn tine: 

ere IIpt to snap at earneon", urho i1nnoy!;1 you . Lat ' . slty that you 

work in 8n office where you have close sont&ct with Beveral 

others . Ona of them gets on your nerves by making the eal'l9 

relT'lark at the .. ar:. time end in the SRme tone of Itt~ voice 

I8IiI eh de y. .. yba you ought to close your onye-rs SON glool y 

m':'!rning lIIitl.: "001 I t let him say it this or ning; it would be 

too .ueh for me - Dut if he does, !.;It me keep 'y te ,Jer" 
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Or suppose you h~ve 8 serious ftloconol proble~ . One of 

first principles of The i\A is to I'Idm.it you inability to con

trol the craving by your ollm strength. That ' s 8Xi.lCtly whQt 

Christ tS<.iche8 US ubout our wetikneSS8S in the face of avery 

kind of evil . Every day you know that situations will urise 

when temptation will rush yow like ~n overwhelming power . You 

have no confidence thilt you cun cope with it no matter ho".N 

Severe t~a test . So there is no mor9 ra3l and heartfelt pr~yBr 

th.m this: "Lord, don 1t let me get into the situi tion of 

horrible temptotion - but if the test should come , then give 

me your rescuinr power" . 

,,;;e may pratt:'nd to be 5uperior to our Christian ancestors 

who had IIl,Jny risks and dangers s orrounding them •• hunger , 

depriv8tion, hQ.'iiti!e gaverm,aents . etc . 

curtain of eoohistication over the mortal dangers firround us 

still - the cccident , the lBth~1 germ, the horror of war . Is 

there no "I811ning for us in the prayer when it says; "Lord , 

shelter US; spnre us from disaster , but if it should striks 

#lHIN come to our resc ue" "Lead us not into tem" tation 

but deliver us from evil' J 

Perhilps our problem is thCit we don 1 t b~liev8 that :0.' C(jn 

deliver U<:'from t~o 0),:';:-1 '- ties of li fL c.::o:.-ding to the 

t~e rescuing oower of God . The inrushing pOw8rE of the kin; 
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') are 1 c nIy Y i!ur hick -Jf f' .. Hh. iis will for 

,eelt~ c y ul il only frustratec: by the <,ower of 

vi! . C"tri t c lls for 9raoter confidence in the he~lin1 

r .. ce of ~od. ut ,",8 aho e ks or tho pr8servution of 

that inward elf. t~ t Which W~ call tho oul . This i ulti~ 

~t81y what atterw. ~ooner or li ter the bOdy ust peri, . It 

ie thi· true Belf that h 1 le to deliver , no tter "h t 

Cil t 11& tr ophes 

The wIt! t c t trophe i8 th. 109 of tha soul . ere 

we c to t!'\e C :"It r of t"i pUfOr • • anti it cont bns 

truth 80 rofou .. at wa can only uetiS t the anin; it 

cont 1na r 't' e p~ci 11'1 n th t y when he roade in

t t"e city fl re tl,'l power of evil !! ad for hi d 

, t us f, cin th t . 'I for us 11:1 the uHi tt 

tri 1 of the 30ul tht) teat that nt th unl. hin- D~ the 

.Ill forctl or vi!. 

8 tne ch8erin~ of tna crow ds echo in !'i rs that 

y he knew t t th9 ~ie • 9 lre dy ct. ut t e tri 1 of 

Je UO " n thing co .,red to the hi 1 that .as -0 etween 

,i ,. n • ~. n .. love. ope end ir. 11 

'h t " orlng "'01'1 .... " .JO.us livl out hi OIUn 

r y r. 101'1 the rln 1 t.)twhn':e ski o. 
evil ope the CM Ie torm reoke L{oon hi' ~ith "In' 1 

fury . ut ev n in thl ulti' t. 00< fin 1 teat, ,. th t 



i ~ hi di ci Is8 i, tne rden; to 

ant pray, 

test he d in 

ntar not into te 

the ult! te 

t tion 

88 utt of evil on tne 

out 'Jf nd e new ~hat Meither the ~ ci ciple3, " t 

yeu an It ere c 1 lIIith tar: in:: uch 'tor • ut -

nd thi i t 1y oek - 8 nee never • 
pass In our ort 1 ••k~S8 into the lace wh~re uod se 

ant an. re evil Is r nt . e ro~de into the velley of 

desolation, not d n1 ... t 1n h1n1('\ Ir :Jr , but 6 iii 1 DU.!ly , 

innocent f"IB bOrr'IB y. donkey t en i;;nomini"1J8 death . 

e w In t.ut enourtered y C n~Er . brought to the 'inal 

t st . r en tho deed.. done nd t. a ski t,ad de ree', 

he a ar a t vlc&')r. 8 ..8 delivere from evil . i 

_~ ciple tnen kno , we va nown inCB , that the .'ul 

te t wa' over thyt "~ one need iii in Oaseen into hell . 

U9 IIfS 1 ..... c to e 1)~2iy rigure .bo rode into ~ rus lam 

i t"iead King r:lf kings, Lord f lords , 

t.,. surr liverer f'rot evil. 

:J tha r yer , ~ur lord h va it, cornes to sn end . 8 

r IS8 fr ur kne .., dilly to meat thl!l .or Id a it comes . 
lIith t 18 w::rr 'Deliver fro~ 8\111, not 08 II fall"1t lind 
feable no e, ut the confident conviction )f tho e ",ho 
know thw \lictory 1 won . e CHn k our won the .~rd8 of 
~rtln Lut~r .rote 11"1 .nother oge of change nd dangerl 
id wa in our ~n trangth confl . / Our tri\linq .-u10 be 
l05i~ ,/ 9r8 not the right man on our lce,/ The n of DC' 
~ n eho i~:1 ' k who that y 7/ ehri t Jesus it 1 

e i/ Lore ot , hi na ,I l"rc e; t.o bge the _ ,f 
111 W t lin the ttl 


